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Sonny’s Blues Narrative
Sonny’s Blues is a narrative written in first person focusing on the topic of family durability. Baldwin opts to write the narrative in media res. This means that the opening scene is located at the center of the tale. In media res begins the narrative at the climax, moves over to the exposition, rising action, and falling action through a sequence of memories, and reaches its purpose. This differs from the traditional plot use, which begins the narrative with exposition, gradually rises with the ascending action, reaches the climax, and falls with the descending action into the tales purpose. The author might have done this to reveal how a person’s past actions can impact his or her future choices. 
My reaction to Baldwin's change of prose style in describing the scene at the nightclub is that it seems to interpret God’s expression of forgiveness and peoples opportunity for redemption. For this reason, I often read Sonny’s Blues ending as a sign of Sonny’s redemption. To some extent, I even liken Sonny to the biblical Prodigal Son who later returns home after realizing his errors for squandering his life. Sonny has at the end appeared to have conquered his addiction and perhaps been fully forgiven by his brother. This seems to occur even after ruining his life and causing much pain to his family. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Sonny’s Blues, music plays a remarkable and diverse role. Maybe most understandable is the reference in the title. Sonny is a musician who leans more towards jazz than blues. However, the author’s understanding of blues music is wider. According to the narrator, blues are a means of expressing people’s suffering and delight on how they may succeed. Therefore, jazz is a representation of the blues revision (Baldwin, pg. 33).It is among the new ways of expressing the same old blues. It means that Sonny still plays the blues while playing jazz. Jazz and blues are significant forms of African American culture and such are suitable to the narrative’s concentration on community. 
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